



^— trout ucjis: 

W//n t>ig bucKs \ 


Topaz Lodge will once again 
pay $1 per ounce for the biggest 
Rainbow or German Brown Trout caught in Topaz 
Lake each week, culminating in an end-of-the-contest 
dr awing for prizes of $ 1000, $50 0 and $250. So, unlike lasc 

year's contest, even if your entry isn't a monster like our 
91b. 9 oz. champion was, you can still be in the running for the super 

cash prizes. Whether you fish or not, you'll alway enjoy Topaz Lodge 
hospitality...excellent dining, accomodations and Nevada-ctyle fun! 



Fun for everybody; Bring the family! 


LUUbt 


Highway 395 at Topaz Lake 


Arrive in time 
for our famous 
Friday seafood buffet! 

For'more information 
call your Topaz Lodge 
host, Craig Soper, 
at (702) 266-333 ° 


INFLATION FIGHTER 
SPECIAL! 

ALL YOU CAN EAT Spaghetti Dinner... 
Spaghetti with meat sauce, garlic roll 
and crisp salad, only S2.25 per person: 

Sundays 4-8 pm. 


















ON THE COVER 


With a Mono Lake duststorm 
in the background, DWP and 
the Great Basin Air Pollu¬ 
tion Control District 
square off over water div¬ 
ersions that cause murky 
air in Inyo and Mono. 

See story, Page 8. 



A News Alternative 
Eastern Sierra News Service 


in this issue: 

m FORUM 

{BK Views from our readers. 

MOTHER AND 
R CHILD REUNION 

|HH A child meets her mother at Bishop. 



BENBROOK 

Clarence Benbrook takes a 
lighter side of the news. 


look at the 


The Inyo and Mono News-Letter, 
formerly The Inyo County News-Letter, 
is a publication of 
Eastern Sierra News Service, Inc. , 
published at offices located 
at 536 North Edwards Street in 
Independence, California. 

Telephones: (714) 878-2381 and 878-2582 



NEWS BRIEFS 

The local Air Pollution Control district 
drops a bombshell on Dw'P. 


Inyo County staff: 
John Heston, editor 
Benett Kessler 
Marilyn Fisher 
Andrew Kirk 
Leah Kirk 

Mono County: 
Wally Charleston 
Contributing photo 
and editorial staff: 
W. Paul Payne, Southern Inyo area 

Susan Sorrells, Death Valley area 




All correspondence, including 
readers' letters to the 
Forum Page, should be 
mailed to PO Box 531 or 275 
Independence, Cal. 93526 
Eastern Sierra News Service is 
owned and operated by John Heston 
and Benett Kessler. 
ESNS represents the following 
news organizations: 
ABC Channel 7 Eyewitness News 
The Associated Press 
Radio KNYO AM 600 
Radio KMMT FM 106 
and other media outlets. 
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COMPLETE ARTlqTpRD A 
PHOTO. DESIGN 
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WALLY’S VIEW 

Comments from the Mammoth Muckraker. 


■ PAULSON 
REMEMBERED 

A tribute to Inyo's late welfare director. 




THINKING 
ON THINGS 

Tony Rossmann on political reform. 



VIEW FROM 
THE RIGHT 

Thoughts from Paul Payne. 



NOTES FROM B.K. 

A map that moves armies; Did a bad 
reputation mean a bad deal for Inyo 
in the hydro power race? 


Andrew and Leah Kirk 
























The News-Letter welcomes readers' letters and comments relevant to pub¬ 

lic issues. Letters should be brief and concisely stated. The editors 
remind readers that publication of a letter does not necessarily imply 
either the editor's agreement with its content, or its accuracy. Address 
letters to PO Box 531, Independence, California 93526. 

John Heston, editor 


THE PROS AND CONS OF REAGAN'S 
FIRST YEAR IN OFFICE \ 


Editor: 

After my reading, and re-reading, your 
"Pre-election Suspicions Confirmed" article 
On page 24 of the February 1982 issue of the 
Inyo-Mono News-Letter, I've decided to send 
you some comments. 

Although my voting registration is "Dem¬ 
ocratic Party," for the primary elections I 
have frequently voted for Republican candid¬ 
ates in the follow-up November general elec¬ 
tions, as apparently many other registered 


Democrats have done during the 1950's, 1960's, 
'70's and early '80's judging by the election 
results. I moved to California in 1950 and 
have been a registered voter since 1952. 

Briefly, my comments about Mr. Reagan 
give me the thoughts that his handling of the 
State of California financial budget is en¬ 
tirely different from his proposals for re¬ 
ducing Federal budget deficits. (Yes, I 
voted for Mr. Reagan in November 1966, feeling 
it was most necessary to stabilize the state's 
finances.) 

It is my recollection that Gov. Reagan 
was successful in so doing by increasing the 
state sales tax by 50% from 4% to 6% and sub- 



[STEAM GENIE SYSTEM- U 

[thorough extraction of 

'dirt and grime._ , 

A powerful vacuum. 
removes the dirt andisolution\| 
to the truck outside. Only the') 
cleaning wand and vacuum 
hose enters your home. / 


Get carpets and ypholstery clean! 


7 DAYS - 24 HOURS 


y Serving 
Bishop 3 

1 ^ Mammoth, 

Southern Inyo 

T\\GH T, C L r Pf >& ' 


873-7032 


stantial increases in our state's income tax 
schedules, during his first term at Sacramento. 
A large majority of the voters liked Califor¬ 
nia's state government finances getting back 
into "the black" and Gov. Reagan was reelected 
in 1970. 

Based on Mr. Reagan's record as governor 
for ending budget deficits ana his numerous 
statements indicating he planned a similar 
policy for the U.S. government, if elected 
president during the 1980 campaign, he re¬ 
ceived many votes from citizens who believed 
in having a sound budget policy program started 
in 1981 with a balanced federal budget by 1984. 

Pages 48 and 49 of the Jan. 18 issue of 
U.S, News and World Report show the budget 
records of the various presidents from 1934 
to date, with Harry S. Truman's record for 
small deficits the best. During his eight 
years, Mr. Truman's budgets had four surpluses 
and four deficits with an overall eight budget 
deficit of only $4.4 billion. 

If the administration's preliminary est¬ 
imates stay firm, Mr. Reagan's first four bud¬ 
get's will show a deficit of $481.3 billion, 
by far an all-time record. 

An amazing contrast to his campaign ora¬ 
tory during the 1980 campaign. 


Charles L. Hapke 
Lone Pine 

(Editor's note: Mr. Hapke is a former 
Inyo County Supervisor.) 


Editor: 

We read your article titled "Pre-Election 
Suspicions Confirmed" in the Notes from B.K. 
section of your January issue of the Inyo-Mono 
News-Letter and take issue with it. Your as¬ 
sessment of President Reagan's first year in 
office is based on some obvious misinformation 
and the record needs to be set straight. 

You state that President Reagan's cam¬ 
paign promises have not been kept. Even his 
most avid opponents admit that more than any 
other recent president, he has kept his cam¬ 
paign promises. As a matter of record, he 
cut taxes, cut government regulations, re¬ 
duced the size of the Federal government and is j 
taking steps to strengthen our national de¬ 
fense - all campaign promises. 

You allege that in foreign relations he 
talks hard and acts soft. On the contrary, 
he acted immediately to impose embargoes on 
Poland and Russia when martial law was declaie-.i 
in Poland. He opposed Israel's annexation of 
Golan Heights by suspending the Strategic Co¬ 
operation Agreement with them. When Libya at¬ 
tacked our planes in international waters, our 
forces responded without apology. u.s. News 
and World Report states that "Reagan's hard 
lined foreign policy has come across loud and 
clear to the Kremlin and the era of unchalleng¬ 
ed Soviet adventure abroad is over.*' These 
decisive actions demonstrate that once again 
America has backbone to stand up for its in¬ 
terests . 

Continued on page 20 
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YOUR ONLY LOCALLY- 
OWNED OFFICE IN 
SOUTHERN INYO. . . 
SERVING SOUTHERN INYO 


Tecopa: 40 acres with geothermal 
water, ideal for hot springs 
resort . $140,000 

Lovely new home :Alabama Hills, over 
2000 square feet, family room, two 
fireplaces, private courtyard, spa, 
triple garage. Call for viewing 
appointment . 

Parcels in Olancha: .7 acres zoned 
for mobile home and horses. 

$8000 each . 

Call Bob Fisher for Tecopa/Pahrump 
Valley listings, 852-4294. 


DOROTHY BONNEFIN, owner - broker 

Bob Fisher, Lynne Kaunert, 
associates 

tTZL We’re Here For You, 


OnlUIKw 


lm 


310 so. main street, suite 108 lone pine, California 93545 876-4121 



Were expanding! 


Remodeling sale 
now in progress 


^Tendon furniture (S' 
Hjiholslfn/ Gompanif 


175 E. Pine 



•px'x 


Complel 
service. 
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INSTALL ECONOMICAL, 
ENERGY-EFFICIENT 
HEATING FROM 

MEET METAL 

POOR'S 





Now available: New Flex Duct 

machine 

PRODUCING ALUMINUM PIPE FROM 3" TU 16" 


872-7111 

GORDON SPOOR 
186 WILLOW ST. 

BISHOP 

STATE Lie. NO. 252650 














































JNSURANCS. 


5300 California Ave 

Bakersfield 

(805) 323-6640 


FESTIVE 

DINING! 


^£ayerA wide nooddeb adtewicUedy, cdyvered weidi 
cAee&et and meat, covered witfi our mmi tow**' 

t^iaaUcoddi 

tendon cvefui fid/ed with ricotta, -nwyyimedda cheese amd 
beaAoninp, cdyvered wiiA our- own tame 

dccunfu 

tfwmho dwim/i sauteed in pam/ic huiten 
and levndrn touiee ^/er^ved wotdv bfuipdieMi 

^Veai 0^a^md^Mt7Ui 

Areaded redid ciU/ei covered todidi our- marivuirdi bauee 
looted widJi rnx)gya#edda cdeebe. f^/cwed wi/A bftapdieMi 

^ir ' 

^£m^itdrU 'iVidi ^/amb 

a iaUy, touice ocean Adidy, cdamt OTud fi/tice* 

izfiedducciiu fowMCG 

wide Ttooddeb in a bfteciad AwUer-, cAeebe amd oredim touice 
jfiemb cam he fi/neframed flon own neyeiamio/n friends 


1015 N. MAIN ST. 
BISHOP, CALIFORNIA 
BEER & WINE 873-6809 


yo u ^Independent 
Insurance M agent 


SERVES YOU FIRST 

^ tSJ 1 ® . 


give us a call. 

Formerly Ron Reagan Insurance 

















On an April day in 1979 Janice 
Wilson says she packed a bag for her 
three-year-old daughter, Bridgett, and 
waved goodbye as the little girl went 
off with her father, Janice's ex-hus- 
band, supposedly to spend Easter week 
with his relatives. Bridgett was sup¬ 
posed to be returned to her mother's 
custody in five days. But nearly 
three years passed - agonizing years 
for Janice - before she saw her daugh¬ 
ter again. 

Bridgett and her mother had be¬ 
come victims of the new and growing 
crime of child stealing. In an era of 
mounting divorce rates, an increasing 
number of ex-spouses disagree with the 
courts' custody rulings. Taking mat- 
ters into their own hands, many "kid¬ 
nap" their own children, usually dur¬ 
ing an otherwise legal visitation 
period. 

What happens after that may be a 
grueling game of hide-and-seek as the 
spouse with legal custody attempts to 
track his or her missing child or 
children, and as the offending parent 
attempts to avoid detection. 

For Janice Wilson, 23, the hide- 
and-seek game ended at Bishop. There, 

Janice finally located Bridgett with 
her ex-husband, Bill Anderson, who 
was arrested on a Kansas warrant and 
who was charged with "felony aggri- 
vated interference with parental 
custody," the legal terminology for 
child stealing. 

Anderson says he had specific 
motives for what he did, but de¬ 
clined to comment further since 
criminal proceedings are continuing 
in his case. His attorney, Art 
Maillet of Bishop, commented brief¬ 
ly: "More often than not fathers 
are on the losing end in these 
matters. There are two sides to 
this story, but his part will have 
to be told in Kansas." 

Mrs. Wilson now makes her 
homes in Arkansas City, Kansas, 
with her new husband, Nick, and 
their four-month-old son. It was 
from Kansas that the Wilsons dir¬ 
ected their all-out search for 
Bridgett, using every method pos¬ 
sible from private investigators 
to advertisements in tryiny to 
find the missing girl. 

And with thousands of dol¬ 
lars spent, the Wilson still had 

no concrete leads about her whereabouts. That 
is, not until they maoe a $20 investment with 
the Federal Parent Locator Service. There they 
hit paydirt. 

The sudden case of child stealing was an 
issue that caught many local authorities some¬ 
what off guard. In Inyo County, it is a rare 
occurance. A worker in the local Child Pro¬ 
tective Service office says there have been 
. lied ?:< ’ ? *i rv 


Photo; Marilyn Fishor 

Janice Wilson and her six-year—old 
daughter Bridgett had not seen one 
another for three years when they 
were reunited in Bishop recently . 
Girl was the victim of a "child 
stealing," allegedly taken by her 
father . Bridgett had been told her 
mother was dead . 


NUother and child REUNION 
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"a few" child stealing cases here, but they 
have always dealt with a child missing only a 
few days. They had no experience with a 
child separated from its mother for three 
years. And, they were dealing with regulations 
of another state. 

The service used by Mrs. Wilson, it turns 
out, is not available to the general public in 
California. Tim Risden of the California 
Parent Locator Service said their prime func¬ 
tion, as a branch of the Department of Justice, 
is to assist district attorneys of each county 
in locating parents involved in child support 


Gifts & Souvenirs 5 

J Prescriptions. Outer s 
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A COMPLETE 
DRUG STORE 


ON MIN ARE I ROAD 
AT CANYON BOULEVARD 
MAMMOTH LAKES 

PHONE (714)934-2711 
24-HOUR EMERGENCY 934 6271 

Whitman s Chocolates 
American Greeting Caras 


cases. He says they have no authority to use 
the federal locator service for child stealing 
cases and that it is up to each individual 
state whether they will assist in such cases. 

Bishop attorney Kenney Scruggs, who 
handled the local proceedings for Mrs. Wilson, 
says it is very important to make sure custody 
papers are transferred if the legal guardian 
moves to another state. This avoids any prob¬ 
lems in determining jurisdiction. Also, once 
a child is found, Ms. Scruggs says the parent 
with legal custody should take along a certi¬ 
fied copy of the court order awarding custody 
to prevent other jurisdictional problems. 

But in Kansas at least the PLS provided 
Mrs. Wilson with two addresses where Bridgett 
might be found: one in Bakersfield, the other 
in Bishop. Mrs. Wilson phoned the Bishop Po¬ 
lice Department and told them her story. Next 
day, they found the girl. 

"We got in the .car almost immediately," 
says Mrs. Wilson. "We tried to get an airplane 
flight but they were all shut down due to a 
blizzard. So three of us came to share the 
driving and we drove straight through from Kan¬ 
sas without stopping." 

Mrs. Wilson was reunited with Bridgett 
at a Bishop motel the next day. The girl, who 
had been told by her father that the mother 
was dead, had been well briefed by a local 
social worker who wished to prepare her for 
what otherwise could have been a shocking 
experience: the sudden appearance of a 
"mother" she thought was dead. 

"What I wanted to do was just take her 
and hold her and cry," said the relieved mother. 
"But I couldn't do that because I knew how it 
would upset her because she hadn't seen me and 

Continued on page 18 
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EASTERN SIERRA 
■FLYING SERVICE 



Now Serving 

Bishop 
Mammoth Lakes 
Death Valley 


AIR CHARTER to All Airports in 
California, Nevada and Arizona 


-CALL- 

Bishop Lone Pine 
872-1440 876-4674 
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Benbrook 


NEWS THESE DAYS CAN 3E DOWNRIGHT DEPRESSING, 
BUT THAT DOESN'T STOP CLARENCE BENBROOK FROM 
SEEING THE LIGHTER SIDE OF THINGS... 




by 

Clarence 

Benbrook 


In addition to the recent cheese giveaway, 
the government has enough prunes stored away to 
give every member of Congress a dish for break¬ 
fast for the next 1052 years. Why can't we 
give them all at once and have the biggest 
purge since Watergate? 

Nominated for the political "Hall of 
Shame" is State Representative John Schmitz 
who found he could call a spade a spade, but 
not a dyke a dyke. 

Jerry Brown is performing major surgery 
these days. He's removing an economic growth 
from California. 

Economists are using different names for 
bad times...Depression, recession, deflation, 
panics ana crashes. You feel depressed as your 
friends lose their jobs. It turns into a re¬ 
cession when you lose yours. There follows a 
deflation of your pocketbook, a panic as your 
unemployment runs out and you have to crash 
the welfare gate. 

The Internal Revenue Service says tax¬ 
payers have found a new loophole. They're 
cheating. 

With the extremely cola weather over the 
country, police are reporting a sharp drop in 
crime. Instead of more policemen , it would 
be cheaper to have more cold weather. 

Our government is thinking of starting 
job training for unskilled laborers. It's 
much more rewarding to be an unemployed en¬ 
gineer than it is to be an unemployed garbage 
collector. 

Somebody's trying to convince us that we 
will survive a nuclear war. Maybe so. We 
know the poor are all in a Hole, and the rich 
are all into LoopHoles. 

Poland is getting ready for a great in¬ 
flux of tourists. They are all coming over in 
Russian tanks. 

Congress will be spending only 145 days 
in session this year. Thank goodness for the 
other 220 days of relief. 

An article in the papers says if Jimmy 
Carter can run for president, why not Alan 

Cranston? Why not? Everybody wants to screw 
up the country. Cranston speaks softly and 
carries a big screwdriver. 

The Los Angeles Department of Water and 
Power claims that taking water has no bad 
effect on the Owens Valley. And rigor mortis 
has no bad effect on a healthy person, either. 

Christ the King Lutheran Church is taking 
credit cards for contributions these days. 

They could advertise "Church for tomorrow 
accepts the Master's Charge card." Pay up or 
you get a VISAtation from you-know-who. 

An Inyo resident received an obscene 
phone call. The IRS phoned and informed him 
they are going to audit his tax returns. 

Members of Congress have to scrape to 
make ends meet these days. They meet tax¬ 


payers and scrape it off their ends. 

The US may have to bail out savings and 
loan companies. Seems there are too many loans 
and not enough savings. That should put an¬ 
other crack in the Liberty Bell. 

There are two solutions to our present 
economic problems. Cut to prosperity or 
spend to prosperity. Cuts cause unemployment, 
spending causes inflation. You have a big 
choice: Fish or cut bait. 

A homesick Cuban carrying a little bottle 
of gasoline hijacked a jetliner to Cuba. Now 
that's pretty good mileage on a little bit of 
gas. 

Nine convicts were wounded at San Quentin 
Prison when guards broke up a brawl by firing 
birdshot. Wounded five jailbirds and four 
stool pigeons. 

Reagan's cuts are threatening the national 
parks too. Yellowstone has cut down to the 
BEAR necessities and Old Faithful has blown its 
top. 

Federal Reserve Chairman Paul Volker says 
Americans can expect no relief from staggering 
interest rates. Give them several more shots 
of "Old Federal Reserve" and we will all stag¬ 
ger to the unemployment line. 
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-News briefs 

THE "GREAT RASTN ATR POLLU r 


THE GREAT BASIN AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT DROPS A BOMBSHELL 
ON DWP: GET PERMITS OR QUIT DIVERTING / MAMMOTH CONDO OWNERS PACK 
'EM IN / A MAMMOTH TEACHER CALLS IT QUITS OVER COACHING JOB 



For months, years even, Inyo-Mono's air- 
watchful Air Pollution Control people had been 
stewing and muttering over DWP's continued 
abuses of the Eastern Sierra's air. DWP water 
grabbing had left a land so dead that dust 
often made the air worse even than L.A.'s. 

It should have been no real surprise then 
when APCD's Chuck Fryxell almost casually threw 
another explosive issue at DWP in late Feb¬ 
ruary. In a letter to DWP's Duane Georgeson, 
Fryxell announced just as routinely that hence¬ 
forth DWP and its water grabbing would come 
under APCD;s "Rule 200-B. ,: Some saw it as 
poetic justice: one set of bureaucrats, the 
city's, suddenly under the regulatory demands 
of other bureaucrats, the state's. 

But the rule appear to be more than a 
minor regulation and, if it is vigorously en¬ 
forced, may have dramatic bearing on all 
future DWP activities. The rule says DWP is 
"required to obtain a permit to operate any 
equipment which may cause issuance of air con¬ 
taminants. The operation of the diversion 
structures within the Owens and Mono water 
basins causes the emission of particulate mat¬ 
ter which has been most readily seen and doc¬ 
umented at Owens and Mono Lakes." 

Of the latter claim, the charge about the 
two lakes, there was little doubt of its truth 


in eitner case; the Valley folk had been choking 
and coughing all too long, and now they might 
possibily look forward to some relief. 

In effect, APCD charges that DWP's diver¬ 
sion of natural waters has so dried up certain 
areas that only aust remains, and it pollutes 
the air when the wind blows. 

More than a few scientific studies show 
that wind circulates poisonous chemical dust 
from the Owens Dry Lake and from Mono Lake's 
dry areas. (Gee February News-Letter .) It was 
not the first time Fryxell raised the threat 
of rule 200-B. At least two years ago, Fryxell 
notified DWP that all of the groundwater pumps 
in Owens Valley cause air pollution. DWP filed 
a lawsuit ana later settled it, more or less, by 
joining APCD in a "study" about air pollution 
and groundwater pumping. In that case, Fryxell 
had matter-of-factly required D*vP to obtain 
permits for each one of its well fields in 
Owens Valley, a lot of permits that may or may 
not have been granted. Applying for permits 
means proving that the potential pollution 
source will not cause pollution. Otherwise, 
no permits, no pumping. 

So, Fryxell has once more required DWP 
to apply for permits if it continues with water 
diversions. And, along with his letter, 

Fryxell also sent Georgeson application forms 
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for the permits. In no uncertain terms, 

Fryxell told Georgeson that DWP must submit 
those forms to the APCD within 15 days from 
February 18. 

What if DWP refuses? Fryxell laid that 
out too. His letter says: "Failure to comply 
with the permit requirements shall result in 
appropriate legal and/or administrative action." 
Copies of his letter went to every control 
board member, to each of Inyo’s and Mono's 
county counsels, ana to the chief counsel of 
the Air Resources Board. So now, the DvvP bat¬ 
tle escalates from a ground war to an air 
war. The state may mean business with no 
nonsense. 

Sources close to the issue say that the 
ARB has lately shown a "great interest" in 
DWP's Inyo-Mono activities. ARB Counsel Leslie 
Krinsk may now take over if this issue enters 
the realm of legal hard ball, as well it may. 

The local APCD board has talked about using 
Mono's County Counsel Neil Van Winkle on some 
air pollution control issues. Inyo Supervisor 
Wilma Muth, also a control board member, said 
she asked Inyo County Counsel Dennis Myers not 
to serve as legal counsel on this since some 
see a conflict in Myers' involvement with Inyo- 
DWP fights and with APCD-DWP fights. 

Some control board members prefer not to 
confront DWP at all. Mono Supervisor Bob Stan¬ 
ford and Inyo Supervisor P.D. Cook, both mem¬ 
bers of the control board, have taken the "cup 
of coffee" approach. Soft-liners, they fear 
DWP's retaliatory power. Each insists in spite 
of past evidence to the contrary, that problems 
with DWP can be worked out with a little con- 
versatiQn over a cup of coffee. Very few think¬ 
ing people any longer agree with such naivete. 

Most residents now think there has been 
far too much talk, and they have seen no action 
whatever: The pumps, obviously, are still bleed¬ 
ing the area dry. 

But such nervous palpitations as those 
suffered by Cook and Stanford really have no¬ 
thing to do with Rule 200-B. Fryxell says 
that's the law, pure and simple. With its 
bevy of attorneys, DWP will undoubtedly resist 
that law. 

TRADING IN THE CHALKBOARDS 
FOR A REAL ESTATE CAREER 

Ongoing personnel conflicts at Mammoth 
High School led recently to the resignation 
of science teacher David Boe amidst a noisy 
controversy over his refusal to coach a girls' 
basketball team. 

Boe, a veteran of eight years as a teacher 
there, had been hit with a 10-day suspension 
without pay after he turned down that coaching 
assignment. He had coached a number of sports 
during his time at the school but this year 
felt "it was someone else's turn." He said no, 
and principal Joe Maruca recommended the sus¬ 
pension, later upheld by the school board. 

In his letter of resignation Boe said he 
felt it was unfortunate that after training 
all his life to become a teacher with a master's 
degree that he would end up resigning over a 
coaching assignment "I was never hired to 
perform." 

Now, he's left behind the chalkboards 
and classrooms for a full-time career in real 
estate. 

Continued on page 13 
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MONO SHERIFF 
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Pierce J.C., Bakersfield College, 
UC Riverside, UC Davis 
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Manufacturing 

Jeweler 

Custom Wedding Rings 
Ring Sizing' 


Gifts! 


We Buy Jewelry 


DIAMONDS 
GOLD 
SILVER 
COINS 

Jewelry Repairing 1 
Often while you wait 


873*6980 


Don Leake Co, 

I—103 North Main, Bishop 


Welcome to tiie3Vortnandy' c hui... 
ail experience in fine diqiqg 


Coq au^Viii avec 

Champignon 

Half a chicken, roasted in its own 
mushroom and wine sauce... 
served with au gratin potatoes 

G Prime %ib 

Bedded in rock salt and roasted to 
perfection 

G Scampi ‘Far’d 

and c Top Q 3irloiti 

Steak, charbroiled as you like it, 
combined with large shrimp, 
stuffed with our special seafood 
blend, sauteed in wine, butter and 
herbs 

Escargots a la Bourguignonne 
Quiche Lorraine 
Marinated Herring 
Oysters on the Halfshell 
a la Normandy 


Cocktails 5pm 
Dinnerfrom 5:30 
Open 7 Pays 

Lake Dr 

Just oft US 395. 
at Long Valley Turnoff 
Two miles south of 
Mammoth Lakes Airport 
Telephone: (714) 935-4406 


SNOW TIRES 

FOB WINTER SAFETY 

* Free Mounting 

* Tire Studding Available * Computerized Spin Balancing 

* Snow Chains In Stock * Custom Rims 



Complete line of Meg tires are now in stock. 


Raised White Outline 
Letters 

Polyester Body/Aramid 
Belts 


• Radial Belts Resist Cuts & 
Punctures 

• Ideal for 4 Wheel Drive 
Vehicles 


.W 





DISCOUNT TIRE STORE 


—BISHOP STORE—i 

873-7442 

115 S. MAIN - BISHOP 


[-BRIDGEPORT STORE- 

932-7741 

MAIN ST. - BRIDGEPORT 


* ... . \ 

A Moving Experience. 

See Hi-Mountain 
Rentals, the only 
. Jartran rental out¬ 
let in Inyo-Mono. 



Jartran 

Truck Rental 


Plus a complete line 
of garaen and dom¬ 
estic tools rented 
by the hour, day, 
week or month. 



Hi-Mountain Rentals 

^873-4924 2587 W. Line BishopS 
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MAMMOTH MUCKRAKER 



’Wally's Wiewr 


WALLY TAKES A LOOK AT THE GRAND JURY SYSTEM AND 
HAS SOME COMMENTS ON THE HIGHWAY 203 "BOONDOGGLE." 




Wdl ly 

Charleston 


Grab a chair and try to get comfortable. 
Try a little communicating with me this issue. 
Let me say some things that are on my mind and 
have you talk back to me if you like. Let's 
have a small test to see if you're really out 
there paying attention. 

Most of you know me. I've been honest 
with you for almost five years. That makes us 
anything but strangers and helps to make talk 
flow. It makes it easier for both of us. 

For starters, I'd like to throw out two 
questions: What do you think of the grand jury 
system? Is it effective? 

My thoughs are that it may not be. It 
seems that when I was growing up, the law had 
some teeth in it. Crooks ana lawbreakers shua- 
dered at the prospect of a grand jury invest¬ 
igation. A grand jury was an honorable body 
of people, selected from a cross-section of 
the community and they were dedicated to bal¬ 
ancing the scales of justice. Crime just 
wasn't fashionable, be it blue or white collar. 
If you were busted, it didn't make any dif¬ 
ference. You took your lumps if that's the 
path you chose. You learned quickly or took a 
long vacation. 

But, crime today has different shades. It 
has "interpretations." Lawyers and lawmakers 
have set things up that way. They've built in 
"loopholes" for everything. "Extenuating cir¬ 
cumstances" and "technicalities" creep more and 
more around the hallowed halls of justice. 

And, "friends in high places" don't hurt, 
you'll agree with me. Today, any crook or law¬ 
breaker can weasel out of ever seeing the in¬ 
side of a jail cell if he's got friends with 
clout. 

That's just the way it is. Even in Mono 
County. 

I personally like the example of the sim¬ 
ple traffic light placed on every corner in the 
big cities. Lit up, it says WALK or DON'T 
WALK. A clear-cut message in red ana green, 
expressing in the simplest terms that you are 
breaking the law or abiaing by it. 

Imagine the chaos if the law and the 
light were not there. 


eminent spending" and really mean it. Wouldn't 
you? 

Just take a minute and give some thought 
to how your tax dollars are spent in Mono County. 

If you thiak clearly and follow some of the 
horror stories in the local news, you shoula 
be mad as hell about some things. 

Take, for instance, the still-to-be- 
completed Highway 203 mess. A friend, who is 
a prominent Beverly Hills attorney with a 
home here, calls it "intentional fraud." 

Some questions we should be asking: How 
| did the contractor, James Francis of Bakers- 
I field, get away with starting late on the 
| project, with too few crewmen and nothing to 
speak of in the way of equipment for the 
; job? Our contract with him called for a 
"responsible contractor" and not simple a 
' "low bidder." 

Francis, who haa the same delay prob- 
i lems in June Lake, is now having bigger 
| troubles in his own home town. Bakersfield 
i Public Works Director Dale Hawley says Francis 
! is lagging far behina on completion aates of 
I three more projects in that city. One has 
■ caused a main traffic artery detour since . 

March, 1981. 

Hawley is demanding "liquidated damages" 
of Francis. 

But, is it entirely the contractor? 

Could it be that it is just another bungling 
example of planning mismanagement by our well- 
paid public officials? Now that the smoke¬ 
screen is lifting, what we're seeing is a 
boondoggle in Mammoth, extremely dangerous to 
pedestrians, a snow removal nightmare, blacktop 
beginning to crumble and a lot of damned un¬ 
happy business people and taxpayers. Me for 
one. I say it was a boondoggle in the planning 
stages, illegal in concept, with no provisions 
or regard for public safety. 

It will get even more expensive before 
| its's done right. It may never get done 
; right. 

As I said, I'd like to hear just one 
local politician say, "We're gonna get a 
handle on government spending" and really 
j mean it. 


Next, I'd like to hear just one local pol¬ 
itician say "We're gonna get a handle on gov- 


Wouldn't you? 

It's been nice talKing witn you. Let me 
hear from you soon. a 


AT INDEPENDENCE 
YOU'LL GET MORE 
THAN JUST A GOOD 
GASOLINE AT 
THIS SIGN: 



YOU’LL GET 

REAL 
SERVICE 


•TUNE-UPS 
•BRAKES 
•TRANSMISSIONS 
•AIR CONDITIONING 
•COMPLETE OVERHAUI 



11 

























































































A couple of years ago Welfare Director 
Norm Paulson sat back for a bemused breather 
after doing battle with his bosses, the Board 
of Supervisors; He had fought for - and was 
granted - a wage increase for one of his em¬ 
ployees. 

It was typical Paulson who saw, and 
worked in, the "human side" of government. The 
endless gray parade of down-and-outs who daily 
made their way to his welfare office produced 
not only volumes of paperwork there but also 
caught Paulson's very personal attention. He 
was involved ; a lifetime member of the county's 
society of the personally concerned. 

A point in example: One day in January 
Paulson headed out to Death Valley where a fam¬ 
ily suffered big trouble - no home and lots 
of personal problems. Paulson wanted personally 
to help. He did, but this time he never made it 
home. That day Norm Paulson died in an auto¬ 
mobile accident near Furnace Creek. 

Ironically, his death came at a time when 
the spirit of the very social programs he so 
effectively implemented were drastically col¬ 
lapsing. Paulson's friends and associates note 
that he lived and worked as a true liberal - 


almost compulsively concerned about the needs 
of those less fortunate. When possible, he 
hired people on welfare to work in his own 
department. He sent two of his own workers to 
Mono County to help out in the drought of 1978 
when many in Mono fell on hard times and lined 
up for food stamps. 

Once a foster child in Inyo developed a 
serious eye condition. Paulson personally took 
the child under his charge, took him to an out- 
of-the-area hospital. The Welfare Director 
feared for the loss of the child's eye. Thanks 
to Paulson's concern, the youngster's sight 
was saved. 

Paulson usually preferred peace over 
strife, and some interpreted the inclination 
as weakness. Those who knew him well, however, 
like Inyo County Administrator Mike Hanford, 
said that Paulson simple had the ability to 
show strong feelings for people. "Something," 
said Hanford, "with which most people, most 
men, have problems." 

In fact, his was an ability to see a 
greater truth in all human beings...Norman 
Paulson 1933-1982. 


22 < 



News Briefs continued from page 9 

MAMMOTH SKIER ACCOMODATIONS: 
CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 

Cheaper by the dozen? You bet. That's 
the way some Mammoth condominium or apartment 
owners fill up their rental property with 
skiers...by the dozen. 

The skiers pay less. But is this kind of 
"move 'em in, stack 'em up" attitude safe? Not 
according to Mono Treasurer A1 Cohan. He wants 
the Mono Supervisors to adopt an ordinance 
setting an occupancy limit on commercial rent¬ 
als. The treasurer first got onto this issue 
when a woman wanted to apply for a business 
license to rent out a one bedroom loft with 
rental rates of up to 12 people. 

Cohan got upset. He says too many people 
in a rental can cause water problems, noise 
problems and even plumbing problems... it's 
just not safe and healthy. Cohan proposed 
an ordinance to somewhat limit occupancy of 
rentals. Some in the lodging community at 
Mammoth saw red. Informed sources say that 
some businessmen fear having any occupancy 
ordinance on the books.because "they don't 
trust the supervisors to leave it alone." 

Some privately say that the board c an later 
raise the occupancy limit once an ordinance 
goes on the books. 

But meanwhile, it's wall to wall bodies 
in some rentals. For now, there's no law 
against it. 

GOING, GOING, GONE: 

DWP HOUSING GETS MORE SCARCE 

Affordable housing, especially rental 
housing, continues as a growing concern of of¬ 
ficials in Inyo ana Mono Counties. Last year 
a workshop in Bishop confirmed tne threat of 
dire housing problems in store for this area 
where only a small percentage of land is open 
to building. (The rest is held tightly and 
dominated by bureaucrats: Forest Service, BLM, 
and the Los Angeles Department of Water and 
Power.) 

Up ana down Owens Valle* and the Mono 
Basin, DWP has maintained a number of houses 
through the years but now as many of those 
houses grow older and upkeep costs rise, they 
are sometimes sold at auction or bulldozed 
ana hauled to the dump as splintered trash. 

A few historical homes have suffered such 
ignoble enas. 

DWP Real Estate Agent Rich Verble says 


no new houses have been constructed by the de¬ 
partment since the early 1950's and that now 
only about 90 employee-rented houses and 35 to 
40 additional non-employee units remain. 

For many years, especially during the 
1970's, workers occupying DWP houses enjoyed 
substantial price breaks compared to open 
market housing. Verble admits that bonus no 
longer exists. "Since 1937 it's been the pol¬ 
icy of the Board of water and Power Commission¬ 
ers to charge the fair market rental whether 



Razing the roof 

Another DWP farmhouse bites the dust 


it was for employee housing or not," he com¬ 
mented. "However for years and years it was 
very cheap because dwP didn't reappraise the 
properties between 1971 and 1980. During 
that entire period there was only one 15% 
rent increase. But now the property has been 
reappraised. we can't subsidize the rents 
and make them cheaper than the market rate. 

The city charter won't allow it." 

Another thing the L.A. city charter 
won't allow is the sale of DWP water rights 
with land or the paltry few houses that are 
auctioned off. Verole says for that reason 
only properties within town or city limits 
qualify for sales. 

when those houses fall into a state of 
disrepair they are not always renovated...if 
the pricetag is considered too high. "When 
a house is vacated we look at its condition," 
said Verble, "and if it's reasonably good we'll 
refurbish it if it won't take a lot of money 

Continued on page 16 
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PLUS 8 


ACADEMY AWARD 

NOMINATIONS 


BEST PICTURE 



Call theater for 
dates and times! 


THEATRE 


PHONt imST) 
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you’re 55 years of age or over we have somethii 


for you! 


At Bank of Mammoth we recognize that this should 
be a time free from worry A time to enjoy yourself 
A time to expect outstanding service and extra benefits 
from your bank. 

Because we recognize this, we are offering the 
CLASSIC Account to anyone 55 years of age or over 
at absolutely NO CHARGE! 

You'll appreciate the many advantages our new 
CLASSIC Account has to offer Call or stop by our 
office in Bishop or Mammoth today and find out how 
you can receive FREE benefits! 

At BANK of MAMMOTH, you can expect the 
best in SERVICE and BENEFITS! . 


m 


CLASSIC Account 


Member FDIC 

HOURS: 

Monday thru Friday 9:OOAM-5:OOPM 
Saturday 9:00AM-1:00PM 

902 North Main Straat/Biahop. CA 93514/(714) 872-1161 
Village Cantor Watt/Mam moth Lakea, CA 93546/(714) 934-7555 
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Re *Elect 

DICK ENGEL 

To the 

Bishop City Council 

FOR AN EXPERIENCED LEADER 

A FORMER INYO COUNTY SUPERVISOR 
AND INCUMBENT CITY COUNCILMAN 


Vote April 13 



Le g al services 



JAMES MAX 
STEWART 

Attorney at Law 


Mono and Inyo 
Counties 


(714) 934-3419 


P.0. Box 1098 

Mammoth lakes Calif. 93544 


Sfit S 

BAZAAR ORIENTALE 

“Where The Far East Meets Owens Valley 

Imported Artifacts and Confections 


UNUSUAL ITEMS FROM THE ORIEN 
BE SURE TO ASK FOR 
YOUR FREE FORTUNE COOKIE 


Ola Lone Pine hotel Patio, 
120 S. Main, Lone Pine 

































News Briefs continued from page 13 

to do so. When the houses are very old and 
often have bad foundations, to make it decent, 
safe and sanitary would be cost prohibitive." 
That, says DWP, was the case of the familiar 
landmark farmhouse recently destroyed south 
of Bishop, one of three homes torn down in 
the past year. "The only thing holding the 
walls up was some panelling the tenants had put 
in themselves. When they moved we told them 
they could take it with them and they did. 

There wasn't much left inside." 

Verble says the city "isn't interested 
in being landlords" but on the other hand 
shows little interest in divesting itself of 
existing housing. "It is not our goal to elim¬ 
inate employee housing, it just depends on how 
easily it's refurbished and whether it's inside 
the town or city limits." 

Evidently, what the DWP housing situation 
comes down to is a question of money...and 
water. 


INYO COUNTY'S OWN "CHIPMUNK LADY" 
PUBLISHES A NEW BOOK 

In Carmel Valley they call her the 
"Chipmunk lady." In Inyo County she's 
Enid Larson, biologist and outspoken advo¬ 
cate of environmental protection. Ms. Larson 
has courageously spoken out against DWP's 
destruction of Owens Valley; now she has pub¬ 
lished an extensive field study about the 
Palo Escrito Chipmunk known as "Merriam's 
Chipmunk," Copies of the 100-page study 
have gone to some prestigious locations: The 
Museum of Natural History in Paris, France; 


the University Library at Kyoto, Japan; 
the Smithsonian Institute in Washington; the 
American Museum of Natural History in New 
York; and the Field Museum in Chicago. Hers 
is a scholarly tome. 

Ms. Larson said she first got interested 
in chipmunks when, at three years old, she 
used to feed sagebrush chipmunks on her fam¬ 
ily's ranch south of Bishop. She studied 
the Merriam Chipmunk for 26 years after grad¬ 
uating from the University of California at 
Berkeley as a biologist. 

Merriam's Chipmunk on Palo Escrito of¬ 
fers a fascinating, detailed analysis of the 
creature...of special interest to the s 
scientifically inclined. 


PROPANE 


SERVICES 


LONE PINE GAS CO., INC. 

"%jou\ Only <Ao-m&-Oiun*d QcU Company" 


P.O. BOXG 1000 N. MAIN ST. 
PHONE: 876-5921 
-LONE PINE- 



BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER 

Fine Food Specialists-BarEntertainment 
Located on Main Street 
m 934 3241 


MAMMOTH LAKES 


\Z\ l Y.v\. l\ l -v'vA y \ -AV. W- \ V r A \ V \ V\\ \ VV 



^f^nrrrm 


0 MAMMOTH LAKES 
BUILDING MATERIALS CO. 

COMPLETE LINE OF ROOFING SUPPLIES 


FIREPLACES, W00DBURNERS 

& ACCESSORIES 




• FISCHER 

• EARTH STOVES 

• FIREVIEWS 
•NORDICS 
... and MORE! 

... also Built-ins 

BY Majestic, Pre-Way Marco 




COME SEE US TODAY! 

Specializing in Glue Lams, 
Siding t Lumber Packages 


I 



ie\ 






















































MJ. "JANE" FISHER 

for 

Dishop City Council 


I have brought to city government: 


CONCERN 

CREATIVITY 


for the individual, the 
neighborhood, the city 
in solving problems 


COURAGE - in taking the unpopular stand 

when it resulted in a better cits 
COOPERATION - with other agencies in order 

to use tax dollars efficiently 
CREDIBILITY - from 20 years of local service 


J ask you to bring to city government: 

CONTINUITY - by allowing me the honor of 
completing proposed programs 
and providing stability on 
the Bishop City Council 


Cast your ballot April 13 for Jane Fisher 




Rita Bromley 

Incumbent 
Inyo County 

Clerk-Recorder 

RESPECTFULLY SOLICITS YOUR SUPPORT 

EXPERIENCED ■ DEDICATED ■ CaPABlE 

County Clerk since 1974 
36-year resident of inyo County 
22 years as a legal secretary 


Mark your ballot on JUNE 8 for 
INCUMBENT COUNTY CLERK-RECORDER 


RITA BROMLEY 
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BOOKS 
kids con 
rood and 
HEAR! 


Kids 

sets 


love our new 
of books with 
records or 
cassette tape 
to make their 
reading come 
alive! 

The perfect 
gift ... 


Child stealing 
continued from page 6 

I hadn't seen her. I didn't want to emotional¬ 
ly shake her up. I just asked her to come sit 
beside me on the bed. We looked at some pic¬ 
tures and she got to show me pictures she had 
seen at home with her real daddy, Bill. We just 
looked at pictures and talked. She did real 
well and I feel I did fairly well." 

Mrs. Wilson had been prepared for a more 
traumatic meeting, but said her fears were un¬ 
founded. "She was shy but she wasn't afraid. 

I don't know, maybe she does remember things 
from the past. But I couldn't have asked for 
anything better. I was afraid she'd start 
crying and say 'You're not my mommy,' because 
that happens. But she didn't. - 

As for the future, Mrs. Wilson says her 
ex-husband will still be entitled to visita¬ 
tion periods with his daughter, but they will 
be limited to four hours each Sunday and must 
take place in the presence of Mr. and Mrs. 
Wilson. Anderson may not take the girl out 
of her home during the visits, she says. 

Mrs. Wilson says she has no desire to 
keep the girl away from her ex-husband. "A 
child who is kept away from a parent, that's 
the one they usually turn to in the long run," 
she notes. "I'm more or less going to leave 
it up to her. When Bridgett gets older, if 
she cares to visit her father, when she's old 
enough to understand what's going on, then 
I'd let her go if it was her wish." 

How old is old enough? 

"Maybe when she's 13 or 14," says Mrs. 
Wilson. "A lot depends on the future. Now 
I'm just glad to have her back." 


WE DELIVERS 


THERE S GOOD NEWS FOR RESIDENTS OF INYO 
COUNTY.,.THuSE BOTHERSOME TRIPS TO 
BISHOP FOR DRY CLEANING SERVICE CAN BE A 
THING OF THE PAST WHEN YOU LET BISHOP 
DRY CLEANERS DO THE JOB. PICK-UP AND 
DELIVERY RuUTES NOW SERVE BIG/ PINE/ 
INDEPENDENCE AND LONE PINE EVERY 
THURSDAY WITH ONLY A 
MINIMAL FEE. SAVE TIME AND 
GAS. GIVE US A CALL! 


873-8338 


Bishop 
Dry Cleaners 

163 W. ACADEMY • BISHOP 




It takes more than 

AN APPLE A DAY 

to maintain good health 

See us for a complete 
selection of vitamins and 
natural food and beauty 
products. To your health 1 . 


holmes 
Health 
Haveri w 


872-5571 


192 W. LINE 
BISHOP 
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D □ □ Roy s Jewelry, Gifts & Gourmet 

12-4 No. Main St. 
(714) 072-2211 

BISHOP, CA 9331-4 


WALK PROUDZ 

.. .on a new floor 
from Modern Floors! 



CARPET • LINOLEUM • TILE 
HARDWOOD FLOORS/ 

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL FLOOR REMODELING 



Tonopah. Mono County, Southern Inyo 

\L 


<7Y/f T <07 Hoover Va 

ULOCLOTTl t LOOTS s,iies. sr 


1240 N. MAIN, BISHOP 
873-5406 


Most complete local 

news 


1 


in Inyo County 


NEWS 
AT 7,8 

NOON 
AND 5 




Lloyd Higuera 



Marilyn Fisher 


ADULT 

MUSIC 


Serving Lone 
Pine, Big Pine, 
Si shop and 
Independence 


Hear it on 


KNY0 

Radio BOO 
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Forum continued from page 2 


NOW...The first 
local on-site 
optics lab! 



OWENS VALLEY OPTICAL HAS ALWAYS 
PRIDED ITSELF ON EXCELLENT SERVICE 
AND A VAST SELECTION OF THE LATEST 
EYEWEAR FASHIONS. BUT NOW THINGS 
' ARE EVEN BETTER. A NEW OPTICS LAB 
| MEANS EVEN FASTER SERVICE...NO WAIT- 
: ING FOR SPECIAL ORDERS TO BE SHIPPCD 
WE DO IT ALL HERE! 

u OPTICAL 


As for the state of the nation, the 
misery index (unemployment plus inflation) is 
lower today than it was during the previous 
administration. Unemployment is at 8.5% 
today, and inflation as measured by the Con¬ 
sumer Price Index is 8.9% in contrast to 
12.4% in 1980. This is the smallest annual 
rise since 1977. Inflation is expected to be 
slightly above 8% by the end of 1982. This 
would be less than half that recorded for the 
peak in 1980. Interest rates have been re¬ 
duced since President Reagan took office from 
a prime rate of 20% in 1980 to ’ the present 
rate of 15.75% 

In regard to your accusation that Presi¬ 
dent Reagan encourages racism, he has asked 
Congress to pass legislation to deny tax 
exempt status to private, non-profit schools 
with discriminatory policies. He believes 
Congress rather than individual agencies 
should specify what kinds of tax policies 
apply to private schools. 

You say we are closer to war now than 
in the 50's and 60's. We would like to point 
out that at the present time, no Americans are 
fighting any place in the world, but during 
the 50's and 60's young men were engaged in 
combat in Korea and Vietnam. President Reagan, 
by increasing America's defense posture, is 
closing the military window of vulnerability 
left open by years of unilaterally disarming 
under former administrations. He has simul¬ 
taneously opened the door to negotiations for 
nuclear disarmament with the Soviets, based on 
strength, not weakness. 

Since President Reagan has only been in 
office a little over one year and his budgetary 
program has only been in effect since October 
1981, we feel it is premature to pass judgement 
on his performance. 

Jane and Keith Bright 
Independence 

P.S. Please publish our letter in your next 

Inyo-Mono News-Letter. 

(Editor's Note: Okay. It's published.) 


Editor: 

According to J. Duncan (in the February 
Forum section), Mr. Payne is possibly threat¬ 
ened by the two top reporters in the valley. 
She even makes a diagnostic guess that his 
frustration may be caused by not finding the 
right woman. All this from reading his views 
How idiotic can one get? A cheap shotl 

Does being single and unattached make 
them efficient? Is J. Duncan an authority in 
the journalism field? 

Your own judgment about the local paper 
experience being bush league appeared in an¬ 
other story in your newsletter. In which big 
cities did those single, unattached girls 
get their newspaper experience? 

Don Edwards 
Bishop 


(LA MONTANA PI A2A • BfHINO SAFfWAY) 

157 SHORT ST. BISHOP 873-7740 
“Large enough to serve you 
...small enough to care” 


(Editor's Note: Dayton and Los Angeles. Their 
editor got his experience in Dallas, Houston, 
Nashvilie, Los Angeles and as a correspondent 
for United Press International. He can assure 
you they're plenty "efficient.") 

m 
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THINKING ON THINGS 



Political reform: the unfinished task 


By ANTONIO ROSSMANN 

This column, written by Inyo County Speical Legal 
Counsel Antonio Rossman, was printed in the 
January issue of California Journal and is re¬ 
produced here with the permission of the author 
and the publication. 


By a record majority Californians 
enacted the Political Reform Initiative 
in 1974. In so doing, they may have be¬ 
lieved that they substantially elimina¬ 
ted undue influence and conflicts of 
interest in the political process. How¬ 
ever, speaking as a frequent practi¬ 
tioner in land use and environmental 
disputes before state and local agen¬ 
cies, I believe we have miles to go in 
securing fairness in politically sensi¬ 
tive decisions. 

In our state — and indeed through¬ 
out the nation — we need to implement 
two new rules of political reform: (1) to 
prohibit elected officials from voting 
on matters that are sponsored by their 
substantial campaign contributors, 
and (2) to prohibit attorney-legislators 
from appearing before state or local 
agencies on behalf of private clients. 

These reforms are necessary to end 
undue influence that all too frequently 
skews what should otherwise remain 
rational and impartial public decision¬ 
making. Unsound decisions of several 
Southern California city councils and a 
California regional coastal commission 
— decisions which likely otherwise 
would not have been made —resulted 
from a handful of elected officials 
forcefully advocating the positions of 
the applicants who “happened” to be 
major contributors to the officials’ 
campaign funds. In at least two San 
Francisco proceedings, private clients 
represented by a local assemblyman 
have secured exclusive access to the 
mayor’s office; such access was denied 
to other parties with an interest in the 
city’s decisions. At both the state and 
local level, state legislators have ar¬ 
gued their clients’ causes before agen¬ 
cies whose budgets are directly or 
indirectly affected by the legislators’ 
votes in Sacramento. 

The results have been neither sur¬ 
prising nor encouraging. Precious nat¬ 
ural and cultural resources have been 


Antonio Rossmann is a San Fran¬ 
cisco attorney who heads the State Bar 
Committee on the Environment and 
also teaches at Hastings College of the 
Law. 


lost or damaged by irrational or un¬ 
wise decisions. Legislators and their 
clients have employed the benefits and 
influence of public office for private 
gain. “Access” has been “sold” only to 
those who purchase it by a retainer or 
campaign contribution. Most distress¬ 
ing of all, other citizen-applicants con¬ 
clude that they must play the game in 
the same manner. Many who seek only 
a fair hearing “learn” to respond to 
campaign-contribution solicitations or 
to secure the state assemblyman as 
their attorney. The public at large ex¬ 
presses outrage to pollsters at these 
practices, but it is helpless under 
existing law to enforce any change. 

At first blush, reforms to cure these 
evils might seem ill-advised. The First 
Amendment protects the right to 
political expression and association, 
which include financial support to can¬ 
didates of one’s choice. Talented attor¬ 
neys ought to enjoy the unfettered 
license to represent clients in their 
areas of expertise. These arguments, 
however, ignore reality when applied 
to the situations described here. Proj¬ 
ect applicants do not contribute to an 
overwhelming majority of city council 
members of all political persuasions as 
an act of political expression; they do 
so solely to promote economic self- 
interest. The party engaging a legislator 
as counsel, and the legislator himself, 
obviously seek and secure special ad¬ 
vantage flowing from the legislator’s 
political influence and position. To¬ 
day’s legislators (compensated for full¬ 
time service) moreover face suffi¬ 
ciently demanding duties in Sacra¬ 
mento and at home to leave no “free 
time” for acting as private counsel. 

With vigor but without ultimate 
success, the Bar has attempted to cure 
these ills without resorting to another 
statewide initiative. In a decision 
(Woodland Hills Residents Associa¬ 
tion v. City Council) resulting from 
representation of Los Angeles home- 
owners, the California Court of Ap¬ 
peal agreed with us that the majority 
of council members who receive sub¬ 
stantial and coordinated campaign 
contributions from a project propo¬ 


nent must be disqualified from voting 
on the proponent’s application. After 
that decision and the Los Angeles 
Times ’ expose of a regional coastal 
commissioner’s solicitation of cam¬ 
paign funds from project applicants, 
the California Coastal Commission 
adopted regulations prohibiting com¬ 
missioners from voting on projects 
sponsored by substantial campaign 
contributors. The California Supreme 
Court, however, reversed the Court of 
Appeal in Woodland Hills; the court 
declined to formulate on its own “rules 
of fairness” that did not appear in the 
Political Reform Initiative. Legisla¬ 
tion introduced one month later to cod¬ 
ify such a rule, however, died on the 
Assembly floor. A San Francisco 
assemblyman played the role of chief 
executioner. 

Bills to forbid legislators from ap¬ 
pearing as private counsel before 
public agencies have similarly failed to 
pass in committees this year. Signifi¬ 
cantly, the most comprehensive 
measure was authored by a San Diego 
assemblyman who last year suffered 
severe criticism for representing 
clients before state agencies. Only one 
bill (SB 884), which prohibits the prac¬ 
tice but places enforcement in the 
hands of the Legislature itself, re¬ 
mains alive — but only because the 
Senate sent it back to committee for an 
unprecedented third hearing, rather 
than voting on the measure itself. 

The horizon holds the dawning 
promise of a better order. The Califor¬ 
nia State Bar has now endorsed legis¬ 
lation to end the practice of attorney- 
legislators before state agencies. The 
Los Angeles Times vigorously advo¬ 
cates both of the reforms discussed 
here, and now calls for a statewide in¬ 
itiative to cure the obvious failure of 
the Legislature to set its own house in 
order. The time is at hand for the peo¬ 
ple of California — with their citizen- 
attorneys assuming the lead — to 
effectuate reforms that will make 
government responsive to all citizens 
and the merits of their respective posi¬ 
tions, rather than the undue influence 
of a privileged few. 
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What has happened to the Constitution of 
this once great United States of America? Our 
lawmakers, judges, government officers and 
bureaucrats all take an oath of office that 
promises to "uphold and defend" that document 
that guarantees that "we the people" are as¬ 
sured those freedoms that were bought with the 
blood of our ancestors ana passed on to this 
generation so that the liberties and freedoms, 
bought at such a high price, would be ours 1 to 
enjoy and pass on to our posterity. 

When this writer was in school, a whole 
semester was required to be spent in the study 
of our government, the Constitution from 
which it derives its powers, the legislative 
system, the executive branch and the judicial 
system. We were taught that the men and wo¬ 
men who made our government work and function 
were of high calibre, honest, truthful and 
always placed the best interests of the United 
States of America, and its citizens, ahead of 
their own. As a result of the respect, love 
and admiration instilled in the hearts of the 
citizens of these United States of America for 
our Constituttion, our country grew and pros¬ 
pered as no other country had ever done in 
the recorded history of the world. 

Since 1913 this once yreat experiment 
in government has gone downhill like a truck 
without brakes; excellerating the downhill dir¬ 
ection with every passing year and ever in¬ 
creasing fear of its citizens to "grab the 
brake lever" that will halt this mao plunge 
that we know can only end in total disaster 
for ourselves, our children and our children's 
children. 


led in any criminal case to be a witness 
against himself, nor be deprived ot life, lib¬ 
erty, or property, without due process of law." 
The government itself has become one of the 
greatest violators ot these Bill ot Rights 
guarantees through its Internal Revenue Ser¬ 
vice and its attempt to enforce this dastardly 
sixteenth amendment. 

The year 1913 saw the passage of the Fed¬ 
eral Reserve Act. This, together with its 
subsequent amendments, has been used to violate 
Section 8 of Article I which states, "Congress 
is...to coin money, regulate the value there¬ 
of ana of foreign coin." Section 10 of the 
same article states "...make anything but gold 
and silver coin a tender in payment of debts." 

Violation of this portion of our Constitu¬ 
tion has wrought havoc with our monetary system 
and brought about the greatest inflation our 
country has ever known. We have become behold¬ 
en to the international bankers, our politicians 
and bureaucrats dance to their tunes, social 
conditions become more intolerable at an ever 
increasing rate, and man increasingly looses 
respect for his fellow man. 

As a nation, we must return to our Consti¬ 
tutional government in all of its activities, 
again instill love and respect in and for this 
greatest of all man-made documents and see that 
it is strictly adhered to by all branches of 
government. 

The operation may be painful but the can¬ 
cer of diseased government must be removed for 
the survival of our nation and freedoms. It 
has festered too long! 


In 1913, the infamous sixteenth amendment 
to the Constitution was passed. This amendment 
did not nullify any previous portion of the 
Constitution but has been used by the govern¬ 
ment and its bureaucrats to violate the fourth 
amendment which guarantees "the right of the 
people to be secure in their persons, houses, 
papers and effects..." Also the fifth amend¬ 
ment which states "No per son... shall be compel- 
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A COVETED MAP OF IWO JIMA COMMANDS THE ATTENTION OF 
MILITARY BRASS/ IS MONO GETTING A MUCH BETTER HYDRO 
DEAL THAN INYO? / CUPID DOES HIS THING 


Benett 

Kessler 


BETTER THAN A CARTE BLANCHE 
CARD, MORE POWERFUL THAN POLITICAL 
OFFICE: That's Inyo Veterans Ser¬ 

vice Officer Bill Hastings' map 
of Iwo Jima. Hastings has mod¬ 
estly wielded this unsuspected 
power to bring the glory of mil¬ 
itary marching bands and other 
troops to Inyo parades. 

The military sometimes looks 
askance at getting involved with 
non-military activities. But 
Hastings has managed to pierce 
their armor of reluctance. An 
ex-Marine, Hastings fought in the 



Photo: Marilyn Fisher 


Hastings and "the map" 

A relic that moves armies 


famous battle of Iwo Jima. Like 
all Marines, he received a combat 
map of the Iwo Jima attack plans. 
Most soldiers apparently lost or 
discarded their maps, but Hast¬ 
ings kept his. When he asked the 
Twenty-Nine Palms Marine Drum and 
Bugle Corps to take part in a 
Bishop parade, the military hem¬ 
med and hawed. Hastings casually 
mentioned his Iwo Jima map. The 
next day the Marine commandant 
from Washington called Hastings 
and said he could have anything 
he wanted. Washington wanted a 
copy of that map for the National 
Archives. Nobody else seems to 
have one. 

Recently, the VSO decided to 
try for the Navy marching band at 
San Diego and a Pickel Meadows 
Marine platoon for Bishop's Mule 
Days Parade. Again...the same 
disinclination. With that map up 
his sleeve, Hastings made modest 
mention of it. The U.S. Naval 
Training Center officials resched¬ 
uled their training around Mule 
Days. In Mono County, Pickel 
Meadows Lt. Col. William Osgood 
opened the barracks doors to 
Hastings. Osgood will send a 
whole platoon with their mountain 
climbing gear to march in the 
Mule Days procession. 

Neither name dropping, nor 
bribery or any sort compares to 
the Iwo Jima map's clout. Hastings 
says he even had a call from a 
history buff in Italy. He offered 
$1500 for the coveted map. But 
Hastings says he's not interested 
in selling. He has made a lot of 
copies... copies that have wooed 
the favor of many military brass. 
Faith may move mountains, but Bill 
Hastings' Iwo Jima map can move 
armies. 

******** 


GETTING A BAD REPUTATION? Our 
informed sources tell us that Inyo 
County may suffer from that mal¬ 
ady.When all of the hydro deals 
were falling together a couple of 
months ago, a firm called Hydro 
Development, Inc. offered Mono 
County a pretty good deal. HDI 
will charge Mono nothing to per¬ 
form work toward getting licenses 


for hydro power development on 
Mono streams. In fact, they even 
paid Mono $5,000 and put up a 
$20,000 performance bond. 

That same firm did go to the 
Inyo board with a deal. But it 
was an arrangement with a price 
tag. Private informed sources 
said that HDI feared involvement 
with Inyo because of "poor man¬ 
agement" of the county. 

******** 

ANTI-SEMITISM IN THE EASTERN 
SIERRA? That's what we hear. The 
Jewish population in Inyo-Mono 
does remain in a small minority. 

But some Jewish residents prefer 
not to identify themselves as 
such because of provincial minds 
that insist on a White Anglo- 
Saxon Protestant universe. Really, 
how utterly dull are some of our 
WASPS. 

******** 

SMALL UNIVERSE DEPARTMENT: 

While taking in the Chinese New 
Year celebrations in Los Angeles 
Chinatown recently, we ran into 
an L.A. fireman, Wally Longworth. 
Turns out he has good friends in 
Lone Pine - Warren and Kathy Gross. 
Over the piano bar at the Grand 
Star Bistro he told us to give 
his greetings to Kathy and Warren, 
two of our VPP's. 

******** 


THE ULTIMATE VALENTINE: 

Burrell Gilson and Eva Poole 
scheduled their nuptials for Feb. 
14th. The poet ana the artist 
tied the knot on a Valentine note. 

******** 


...MAY THE NEWS IN YOUR DAY BE 
GOOD NEWS EVERY DAY... 

Sincerely, 
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Come in for a 42-Second demonstration of the 
world's smallest, lightest, easiest-to-use, fully 
automatic 35mm single lens reflex camera—today. 
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We place no more faith in the "experts" than anyone else, but the economists do 
seem to be making some kind of sense when they say a "healthy econorny" shows a 
growth rate of about 5%. We won't argue with that. But then by that standard, 
Inyo and the Eastern Sierra is not all that "healthy." We're not exactly stag¬ 
nating, but we're not growing. Why? -Because we may be putting too much confi¬ 
dence in a single-base econorny: tourism. If we are to look toward a "healthy" 
economic future we must begin now to attract industry - non-polluting industry 
that will provide jobs and a broader tax base. Our officials should act now, 
cooperating with and encouraging industrialists looking for a home base. Inyo 
should be working toward sensible growth. 
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